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Evidence of Guilt.

AN 0DD STORY OF JUSTICE.

A LOVING GIRL'S TESTIMONY.

CHAPTER L

Nodoubt there were some in the time
of the Queen of Sheba who carped at
{he wisdom of Solomon ; and so there
wore people in the city in the days tha!
immediately followed the American
war who had something to say against
the firm of Parkman, Bubb & Parkman,
of 17 Change alley, They could not
deny that it was an old-extabl ished con-
cern, for Parkmans’ had been trading
between London and Caleutta in almost
the early days of John Company Ha-
hadur. And they could not ssy that it
was not prosperous, for its name stood
high in its own branch of business, and
it had mever been known to go in for
rash speculations or risky profits. But
what people did say, and there were
old fogies on "Change never tired of re-
peating it. was that there was too much
young blood in Parkmans’. ** G into
Parkmans’,” these would say, ‘‘and
you'll have a young man to deal with,
unless you have the luck to do with
old  Parkman ' "—treatment  which
they seemed to think most offensive.
And of course when old Parkman died
rather suddenly, these carpers were
still more triumphant, There was no
saving clause now when they stated the
treatment you might expect at Park-
mans'. For the second partner was
only a sleeping partner—sleeping, it
was currently reported, on s line estate
in? Ross-shire—and young Varkman—
well, he was young Parkman. Then
Critchlow. the cashier, was young for a
eashior, bring under forty ; and Crisp,
the head clerk, was very young, being
something over thirty,  And altogether
Parkmans® might expect, for some time
1o come, to hear a gooil deal about its
young hlood.

It was 2 o'clock on a Saturday some
three weeks after old Mr, Parkman’s
death, In the large office the clerks
were  putting away their books and
wetting down their hats,  There was a
miurmnr of talk about the viver, or Wim-
deton, or whatever amusement they
severally had in view for the afternoon,
when & tall man, dressed in dark mourn-
g, and wearing  his hat, entered from
an iner The noise sank to s
respectful hum. Ile was n handsome
wian, with a short, fair monstache, anid
light blue eves.  He nodded pleasantly
to one or two of the elerks, and walked
through to where a glass case in
a corner indieated the sanctum of
the head clerk, Crisp, a small, slen-
der, dark.vi ln['[t siomned Tt looked
up peevishly as the chiel entered, but |
ceing who it was, would have got down
from lis stooel,

SR Rt

roomn,

the merchant said, Iny- |

ing his hand lightly on the other's
houlder to stay him, * 1 am only
waiting for the carriage, It is more

pleasant here than in the outer office,
You are not going nbout your ususl
business to-day, I think, Crigp, ¢h 2 "

The clerk's face flushed. [

L No, Mr. James,"” hesaid: < Tam |
not,”

 What, haven't you made it up with
hier yet #% :

The young man shook his head, and
then broke out suddenly with—

“ And what is more, sir, my temper
has been so bad ever since Uritchlow
found out this deficiency that T should
bie afraid of making matters worse, |1
don’t wonder she could not stand it ;3 i
i= no good my trymg to make it np
with her till 1 have cleared that up.
Then 1 shall be myself again, and can |
look her in the face. As 1 told you, |
sir, | shall come back at 4, and go
through the books quictly by mysclf.

I shall never forget vour Kindness, sir,

never ! But that Critchlow is so try-
—there’s not o clerk in the oflice
¢ ot know now that there is gome-

the matter with my accounts.””

Crisp spoke with deep feeling, and it
Wik that the other believed
li 1.

“ Don't think
guild King ‘ul'. -
1 shall still
small amount,
bl

“ Try ! ** eried the head elerk ;
tried agsin and again,'

He passedd his hands through his lair |
until it stod on end. and, with his |
bright black cyes, gave him s very |
wild look.

“ Well, do your best.” the merchant |
suswered, drawmg on his  gloves,

*You know my poot father had every
confidence i you, as he hal in your
futher, anid 1 have the same, Urisp,.™

Awl then he went, the young man
lookivg after him with grateful, almost |
worhipping, eyes. There were fow men
in i position and at s age so iuva
viably Kind and considerate to their in-
feriors as was James Parkwan, 0ld
Parkman had been the same, and father
anid son enjoyed a rare popularity in
the office. 1t was whispered, but bro-
bably there was no truth in the muli-
clous rumor, that !’hlr_\' never ‘]-ilrn'”' d |
save with one another,

Crisp sat for some minutes ponder-
ing. and, it his face was any index to
his thoughts, upon some unpleasant |
subject.  Then he arose, and taking his |
hat went into the outer office, Thoere
wore still two or three clerks there, |
detained by some small matters, and
talking to them in & sharp, rasping
voice was 8 stout, black-whiskered,
short-faved man,

“ Not found it out yet*** he said to
Crisp, in a sncering tone, He was |
Critchlow. the cashier.

“ No, " retorted the head clerk, *“nor
likely to while there is 50 much nuise
in the office !

w Well, 1if 1 were you, 1I'd stay and |
find it out.if | staved until to-morrow.
But it is fine to be you. ['ve got to |
stay until 4 or thereabouts, error or no
oror,™

w1 think,”" said Crisp wrathfully,
seeing the clerks upon the broad grin,
stthat | should make it hot for you if
I stayed long with you anywhere !

Apd without waiting to hear the
cashier’s retort, or the burst of laugh-
ter which his own excited answer
cvoked from the youngsters, he passed
out and ran down the stairs and through |
the quiet alley into the street,

CHAPTER 11,

It was balf-past 4 when CUrisp, after
threading divers of the city ways, in
which the crowds were now rapidly |
lessening, turned again into Change al- |
luy. A look of depression—a haggard.
careworn logk=—was upon the young |
men's face as be crossed it, bis head
bent down. Suddeniy a sweet, glad
ery=oh! s0 out of place there— struck
upon his enr, and he stopped and looked |
round with & start, to weet the next in- |
stant two little gloved hands thraat
into his, two brawn eyes swimming
with tesrs lookivg into his black ones.
s Oh, Finert ! the girl eried—she was
doung and pretty, but dressed very

evident

too much of it," he
11 it cannot be explained
trust you, It is but s
Try to hit upos the

*1've

| at any rate, of this.™

|
Chkl

| priced by the sight of a group collected
i about Parkmwan’s door,

ghe doubt him now,

last fortnight of estrangement following
that wretched petty zuml she had
fancied all sorts of dreadful things.
“More and more every day, dearest.
Tt wasall mf fault, Ethel, 1 had been
worried and vexed by business, and
visited it upon youn,"

The girl looked up at him with cling-
ing eyes, as if it had been & privilege ho
had granted her, Then she said, but
not reproachfully, **T have been here
half an hour ; | expected you before.™

+ Did you? ** he answered. * It was
g0 good of you to be here, generous of
you, like yoursell ! But you must come
in for a minute with me, Ethel. The
house is quite empty. The care-taker
I know has leave to be away this after-
noon ; and Critchlow, our cashier, will
] have left by now,”

1 don't think I ought," she said
! smiling.
i
|

+* Nonsense ! ** he replied gayly. *'1
must put my books away now, and
come back after tea. And see, if you
are thinking of the proprieties, there is
& policarnan watching us with the most
unflattering interest.”’

He opened the door with his key, and
she came shyly in.  Once inside, how-
ever, and the door shut upon the inqui-
sitive policemen—well, it is no matter
to us how Crisp welcomed her, Dot
this satisfactorily performed, they went
up-staire, his arm round her waist—a
strapge sight in that dusty place—their
steps echoing in the empty house. At
the top of the stairs the door into the
large clerks’ room was ajar.  Crisp
pushed it apen and led her in,  ** And
this is where you do your work #** she
asked, devouring with wide-open eyes
the long, bare room, with its lour win-
dows, its row of desks and stools along
one side, and the glass-box in the far
corner.

““No," he answered, laughing, 1
am supposed to be a cut above this,
darling,  Only T am obliged to be very
careful not to throw stones.” He led
her up the room, and, unlocking the
door of his glass house, took her in.
How delightful it was to help her upon
his high stool and hold her there, tor,
of course, being unaccustomed to it,
she might have become giddy ! And
wie her fit her little boots to the rail of
the dexk, and unlock the Iatter and
come at ohice face to face with her own
tl'l"'l graph!  And then to see her
blush, all pleasure at this proof of his
fidelity ! It was all so dehightful that
he wondered why, though they had
wet in Change allev on Saturday after-
noons before, he had never 1-rr;uglll her
1o sc¢ his oftice.

““ And where do those doors lead to¥
Don't, Ernest; please leave my hair
alone. How do you know, sir, that
there is no one there ® ™

He stopped at once—whatever he was

| domg=and a dark shadow fell across

his face.  * That is Critchlow’s room,*’
he said, **and, by Jove, he's left his
key init! There'sanice piece of care-
" But there was no elation
It scemed ag if a shadow

lessnes
i his voice,

| hiad fallen on them both from the mo-

mwent ber exes were drawn to that door,

| It was not just in front of them—the

door leading to the partners’ rooms
stood there=hut in the cormer on the

[ 1eft,

= 1°1 take the key and conviet him,
the young man
wid, moodily, and went out of his glass
and croxged the floor to the door,
The gir]l followed him, a strange, sid-
den feeling of the emptiness of the house
upon her. How hollow Ernest's foot-
steps mang, The sun, too, had gone
belind & cloud, and the room secemed
dreary, dusty. and cold, too, for she
shivered,

Crisp, after trying the cashier’s door
and finding 1t locked, slipped the key
out and put it into hig pocket.  Then
he locked his own door and pocketed
that key also. It was strange, perhaps,
that he took no farewell kiss in the hall,
Lut epened the outer door hastily, and
seemed to breathe wore freely when they
were out of the alley andl in the peopled
slreets,

They took =0 long a walk, Ethel tell-
ing her lover of her Iatest tronbles at
Maintree House, & young ladies® semis |
nary where she was tolerated as teacher

| of English, and Ernest, confiding the
| dreadful

watter of the errar in his ac-
counts, that when they parted he gave
up all lllul"__'h! of returning to his books,

* But you must not be late another
duy, sir,” her last words. He
thonght nothing of them then, hut after-
waril, when he was alone, they puzeled
him. There had been no appointment
made for that afternoon, po. promise
given. no time fixed.  So how could he
bave been late¥ It was odd, What
didd shie mwean by saying he was Iate ¥

CHAPTER 1L,

Crisp's omission to return to the
books may have blunted his moral
<ense, or it may have been mere chance
that led him to be nearly a quarter of
un hour fute on Monday morning. As
he hurried up the alley he was sur-

were

.\tunug_' themn
woere one or two of Parkman's clerks
looking unlike themselves, and one or
two policemen unnble to look at any-
thing but themselves,

“ What s up? "' he asked lightly:
but though they all seemed to be look-
ing ot hiw, no one answered,  Instead,
a cleik, one of the juniors, said audi-
s«That is Mr. Crisp’ and a
voice answered cmphatically,
s That is the wan ! " This scemed to
cause n sensation, amid which a short,

v'hw with white, shaking lips.
" you have been identified as
the last seen to leave the house.
I'm sorry to say that I must take you
into custody on suspicion ; [ must warn
you, too, Mr. Crisp. that anything yon
say :rm be given in evidence against
on.""
“ On Saturday afternoon!™ Crisp
muttered in awed accents, looking
around him with eyes that did not see.
“ But what—why am [ suspected ? '
s All that you will hear at the Mau-
sion House. 1 am anxious to take you
there at once, and with as little un-
pleasantness to yourself as possible.”
Shortly afterward the merchast, pale
but collected, had to be present at the
Lord Mayor's inquirﬁ at the justice-
room of the Mansion House. Weneed
not attend him thither, for only such
evidenco was taken as would justify a
remand, and the reader can guess what
that was, The policeman was exam-
ined who had seen Crisp go into the
house on the Saturday afternoon. and
had likewise seen him a little later,
each time in company with a
lady, Then the Superintendent of
Police produced the key found upon
the prisoner, and proved that it
was the key of Mr. Critchlow's office,
the door of which was found locked
upon the outside. And two of Park-
mans’ clerks reluctantly described the
bad terms upon which the prisoner and
deceased were, and the guasi threat
with which the former had left Critch-
low upon the last occasion, when the
cashier was, 50 far as conld be proved,
seen alive by any one except the mur-
derer, This amply sufficed ; and Ernest
Crisp, clerk, was formally remanded—
bail being of course refused —until the
following Thursday upon the charge of
wilful murder. The inquest, opened
the same day. was adjourned to await
the result of the magisterial inquiry.

CHAPTER 1V.

¢ A clergyman to seo Miss Maunder ?
I will see him first myself," said Miss
Maintree in her stiffest tone. She was
the principal of the Maintree-House
Seminary, the propriety of which was
so rigid that no letters were permitted
to be received by pupils or governesses,
gave such as could first be read by
that dragon of virtue, the principal.

She was absent from the school-room
tenminutes, Thegirlslooked curiously
at Ethel, and the Iatter wondered who
it could be. She knew of no clergy-
wan likely to visit her, and was sur-
prised by the gracions permission to go
to the drawing-room which Misg Main-
tree presently vouchsafed her; an in-
dulgence due not so much to the reve-
rend visitor's subtle politencss as to the
fact, easunlly made known by him, that
he had three daughters of an age to be
at school.

“ You wished to see me?' FEthel
said, surprised at confronting a short,
portly clergyman, who was a complete
stranger Lo ler,

“1do. You look a sensible young
lady, and T will tell you right out who
I nm and what 1 want. Please don't
faint or scream. or all my trouble ex.
pended in making things comfortably
for yon will be thrown away. My
name is Peters. 1 am a detective offi-
cer. You know a gentleman called
Crisp—1 see you do. Are engaged to
marry him ¥ Just so. Well, he has
heen eharged—— But there, read that,
please, and pray be as caln as you
can.””  And he put into her hands an
early Globe, pointing ont the report of
the proceedings at the Mansion Housc.
 Pray be as calm as you can.”

She went white to the lips as she

| read, but save one faint cry when its

| == 0h, tell

stout person with a blunt, hearty voice
and & humoreus eye, pushed through !
the group and smd, ** This way, sir, |
please,” in a voice of authority. |

© What in the world is the matter?* |
asked Urisp. |

“ Tell you in a moment, sir.  Please |
to step with me up to Mr. Parkman's 1
room,”” And he took Crisp by the |
g1, in what the latter thought an odd |

| fashion, and so led him up. and swiftly |
| through the clerk’s oftice, which was |
half full of staring gapers, and into the | ed to himself.

junior partner’s room.

Cyisp looked round him in utter be-
wilderment. On the hearth-rug stood |
Mr, Parkman, pale and agitated. Dy
the window two gentlemen were talk-
irg. Atthe table, apparently making

| seme notes, sat a police offiver.

* Watson," said his con luctor, shut.
ting the door firmly behind them, * do
vou take him?* and fell back into a
corner of the roow, where he secmed
1o busy himsell with an old Joe Miller,
g0 very facetions that it rendered him
oblivious to all geing on around hiwm,

While Crisp stood looking from one

[ 1o the other the superintendent rose

sbruptly and  stepped cloze to him.
“ Mine is » painful business, sir.  You
wie Mr. Ernest Crisp, | think 7"

Tt darted into Crisp’s mind that the
chiiel had put the polico in motion in the
matior of that litidle diserepancy 1n his
sccounts ; but a single gleance at Mr.
Parkwan's pale, sympathizing face suf-
tieed 1o dispose of that.  ** Yes," he
subd, 41 am. That is my name,™

 You may or way not kanow, then,

1

meaning broke upon her, gave no sign
of the demonstrations so much dreaded
by the detective.

e Now, 1 am quite aware, miss, that
you were the lady who was with the ac-
cused. If you are implicated "—he
did not think after a glance at her face
that she was—* you had hest say
nothing, Dut if the young man is in-
mocent,  you take it very ('-u)”.\‘.
miss 7

“* And why not?*" she eried indig-
nantly. ** Why should 1 be troubled
because a false charge is brought
against him* Why ** But then
her voice broke, and she eried piteously,
me, sir, how [ can help

him ¥ ™

* First, miss, by telling me all you
did on Saturday.””  The girl dild so,
and he took note of . ** Quite
he said, when he had heard all, ** but
may | ask if met by appoint-
ment ¥

she colored. **1 hald n message from
him on the Friday morning,*

** Verbal or written?

v Neither. I eannot receive letters
here, <0 when Ernest could take me out
on Saturdsy—his and my half holiday—
he would put an advertisement in Fri-
day’s. Standard, 1t was foolish. per-
baps, but Ernest had & fancy to put it
in cipher, and 1, well,"*—with a bright
blush=—¢¢1 liked it because it took me
lorger te read the message.™

“ Just so ! You'll forgive me saying
that mow [ know you are telling me
the trath, So will you please explain
what that ugly little bit means? ™ He
havded to her the slip he had shown to
Mr. Tarkman, and pointed out the
words : 1 will have rid myself of our
woist enemy,"’

“Yes, Wehad a silly quarrel, 1
told him=—oh, how could |¢—that his
temper was his worst enemy and mine.
He meant that as a—1 mean he wished
to spologize and make it up.”

*One more question, young lady.
What should you say if I told you that
Mr. Crisp denied en his way to the
Mansion Ilouse this morning being the
author of that? ™
“Say!' she cried flercely. * 1
should say T believed him ! But still
it surprises me. This messaze begins
and ends as his always did,  Yet | re-
member that I thought it odd that he
made no reference to this passage on
Saturday. And it was strange that
though he was half an hour after the
appointed time he did not sesn aware
of it—or say he was sorry."

Peters sat thinking deeply. *“It’sa
cipher a child could read,” he murmur-
“And any one reading
previous  advertisements could have
identified the Ernest very likely. Isit
possible that some one having learned,
no matter how, his habit of eorrespond-
ing with this girl has done this to divert
suspicion from himself? Unlikely, but
still possible. Do you know, miss,”
he continved aloud, ** of any one beng
acquainted with these cpher mes-
pages '’

1t is & mere formality, Crisp,”” Mr.
Parkmsn volunteered, speaking for the
first time with earnest kinlness, 1T
will attend myself and say how per-
feetly ridiculons your cond ict for years
wakes this charge appear.”

The rolor came back to the clerk’s
face. ** Thank you, sir,’ he said,

“Perbaps you will let yoursell be
searched here¥ ™ asked th policeman,
Crisp podded sequiescence. and did rot
el when the operation began,  But
the first articles 1o apprar were two
keys. The policeman looked earelessly
at the firel ; but kis face lit up won-
Corfully s Le held up the - ecomil,

w9 his is the missing key 1" he ex-

%0,

you

- Anf—d(‘riu:hlow swam
is eyes. Amid an appalling silence
which had greeted his lrord:'iu fell
the floor in a dead faint.

Five minutes later the room
cleared of all gave its owner and the
short, stout man, I cannot believe
it now,” Mr. Parkman was saying;
“and yet the key—the key! How
can he explain that? How can he ex-
plain that?**

* You remember, sir, I told you it
was a preity clear case,” answered the
detective—for such he was, and a well-
known one.

“You did, and I did not believe
you," the merchant answered with a
groan. He was very greatly distressed,
and no wonder.

“Well, sir, I'm inclined to think
that you were right and I was wrong,™
the other answered, dryly.

“Fh'! Lgss clear now, inspector?®
But the key ? **

It is the key, and another matter
or two that puzzle me," the man an-
swered thoughtfully, * You've read.
I dare say, of murderers doing stupid
things, sir? There was that nurse who
strapgled her patient, and then could
not refrain from laying her out? Yes,
quite so. But T never heard of a mur-
derer earrying a proof against himself
in his pocket, and that proof a thing he
had no motive for keeping and every
chance to get rid off.™

It almost seemed as if the merchant
in his interest in the puzzle thus pre-
sented to him forgot his anxiety on be-
half of his poor clerk. * But," he sug-
gested, it was very likely sheer care-
lessuess,  Its discovery you could see
was a terrible shock to him."

s Quite true, sir,”" the detective said.

“ And the female who, if the police-
man is to be believed, was with him—
if you could get & clue to her, she
might clear it all up.™

1 hope she may,”" the man answer-
ed coolly, ** for 1 have not only got the
clue to her; 1 shall see her to-day. 1
don’t think tnere can he any impri-
dence in showing you this,”"  He took
from a large pocket-book which he pro-
duced a tiny newspaper cutting, Mr,
Parkman looked at it with a face of
great amazement, It read thus :

“GL VOSVO NZRMGIVY SLFHV
SHTETAGY NVVG NV WVZIVHG %G
17 XSZMTV Z0OOVE ZG ULFI GLNDILD
YB GSZG GRXV RDROO RZEV IRW
NHHVOU LU LFI DLIHG VMVNE BLFI
OLEEMT VIMVHG.

* But this is gibberish!*" the mer-
chant aid, after turning it over.

+No, not gibberish,” the detective
answered, wondering that such a man
should know so little of such a subject,
“only cipher, and the easiest that ex-
jste, It's merely a transposition of the
alphabet, Z is A, Y is B, and 50 on,
But here is my translation. | may
sdd that the advertisement appeared in
the Standord of last l"rida_\'. sir."

The translation ran as follows :
w0 Ethel, Maintree House, Highguate :

o Meet me, dearest, at 17 Change
alley, at 4 to-morrow, By that time [
will have rid myself of onr worst enc-
my. Your loving ErsEST.”

v Good heavens ! eried the mer-
chant, pale with excitement, ** He is
lost ! This i almost conclusive evi-
dence. 1 don’'t know—good heavens |—
I don’t know what can be saul to this.”

# Umph !** the detective said. ** This
advertisement is another thing which |
had not when I guve you my opinion
this morning.””  He said it meaningly,
and paused as if expecting to be ques-
tioned, But Mr. Parkman had not
marked the drift of his last words, and
let them pass unchallenged.

s Not throngh me,”” she answered
quickly, ** But I remember Ernest say-
ing that young Mr, Parkman knew all
about me, and had been very kind. Dut
lie cannet have any*hing to do withit.””

v No," the detective answereil brisk-
ly; but he may have told some one
else, 1 must go to Richmond to-mor-
row, or a5 soon as [ can. and ask him,
We will lose no time,'* hie added cheeri-
lv. * Your young gentleman shall be
free in a day or two.  And [ hope that
then he will teach you a hetter cipher,
miss—or get rid of any necessity for
u."”l:,' one,

Un the tram-car Peters said o him-
gelf : ** Wanted, some one with two
things, Firstly, a motive for murder-
ing UCritchlow, and secondly. & Know-
ledge, however gained, of the relations
between Crisp and  this very mice girl.
By gad! Thisis anew idea! Could
it be that Critchlow fancied the girl and
tried to decoy her there with this bogus
message, and was found out and killed
Ly the jealous lover before the girl
came! | must consider that. That is

A new idea !
CHAPTER V.

** Are you engaged to marry the ac-
cused ¥

This was not the first question put
to the witness. but it was the first that
promised to afford the spectators, who
oceupied every inch of tloor in the jus-
tice-room, the slightest return for the
trouble they had taken. The eity was
talking of nothing but the Critchlow
tragedy, and even in Cheapaide the ex-
citement was plainly visible, FEr ry
ene who could win an entrance, nd
was not engaged elsewhere, w~as
there. [twas rumored that the maiter
was now as clear as the murder was
diabolical, and that the youog man
would certainly be committed for trial
to-day. Among the persons peinted at,
and scanned and sketohed by the erowd
in that close green-painted court, with
the one window and the skylight, was
Mr. Parkman; and close observers
noted that his cyes would now amd
sgain turn from wandering over the
court to cast a look of anxiety, of ex-
pectation, almost of dread, toward the
door,

But listen. The witness has an-
swered  the  question lll'vl”- !
s, gt ol

“ And he was in the habit of com-
wunicating with yon by cipher adver-
tisements similar 10 the ome 1 pro-
duee* ™

“He was."

“ Dl he communicate with you hy

:

L
t

: 1
It eviden I:.
was 1
nothing of the girl's theory, but
Crisp to be both author and mur
derer. Gthers in court also smiled and
shook their heads. Hor ides was too
complex and far-fotched for them.
They could not swallow it. in vulgar

She was taken them through the
events of the Saturday afternoon, and
enm!ned particularly as to the pri-
Boner’s statements about the deceasad.
Afterward the solicitor for the defence,
well known to be employed by Mr.
Parkman, drew from her ail that might
tell in the prisoner’s favor; and then,
casting one long, loving look of com-
fort at her lover, Ethel sat down. She
bad told the truth; she had perfect
trust now in the wisdom of the law.

Two or three unimportant witnesses
follewed, the medical evidence succeed-
ed these, and then Mr, Parkman was
called. As he took off his glove many
sympathizing glances were cast at his
handsome figure and graveface. What
a trouble and annogance it must have
been to him ! What & lose to be de-
prived of his two chiel employes at
once!  And then how rich he was said
to be; and almost fashionable too, for
was he not going to be masried to the
Hon. Sylvestra IHautban? FEven the
Lord Mayor could hardly refrain from
leaning forward in his great oak chair
to look his sympathy.

“The prisoner has been a clerk in
the cmployment of your firm for nearly
fourteen years, Mr, Parkman®'* That
was the first question of any interest,

** He has, Ile has been a most fuith-
ful, steady, and upright man in all his
dealings with ns."

This was gallant testimony. but wliat
could it avail against facts? 1t only
evoked a look of warm gratitude from
the prisoner. Mr. Parkman then went
on to tell what he knew of the differ
ences hetween Critchlow and the prison-
er, and the unfriendly mention of the
cashier which Crisp had made in their
last conversation.  But he told this so
reluctantly that the examining barristor
was struck h_\' his bias in the prisoner’s
favor, and asked him with a smile:
“*And do you think that the same per-
son inserted the advertisement and
committed the murdery™

The witness paused ; it was clear that
he had no doubt that his profege was
guilty of the one and the other. for he
faltered and passed his hand over his
brow. Then he said, *1 do,””

“And so do 1," said the counsel
dryly, and was about te sit down with

Way il‘npnlll']ll L\,'. nnd some e Xpect antly :
what was the expression of Mr, Park-
man's face it was hard to say, 1t was
almost & baMed, hunted look that came
into bis light Blue eves, and the hund
which raised  to  stroke  his
muoustache '--'.'lrrP!'\' hid an odd econ-
traction of the mouth. The noise ceased
a5 a burly man pushed his way through
the crowd 1o the table. He seemed to
be some onc of importance, for the
counsel pansed in the act of sitting down
and lent n willing ear to  his whisper.,
Then s hurried and scemingly exviting
conference went on between these two
and the solicitor for the defence and
one or two others—so exciting that
expectation was raised to a very hizh
pitch. and at length the Lord Mayor,
unable to bear it longer, swid : * Have
you any more questions for this wit-
negs, Mr, Banekworth ™

Thus recalled to hims=elf, Mr. Banck-
worth rose from his stooping position
and seemed to hesitate. Fioally
said, with an air of reluctance, ** Yes,
my Lord, Ifear | have, Mr, Parkman,
did I understand you to give it as your
opinion that whoever inserted that ad-
vertisemnent eommitted this murder "

A strange panse, then, in an equally
strange, hoarse tone, ** Yes."

““1s that.”" holding op a Russia-
leather blotting-case tilled with gree
blotting-paper, ** the blotting-case you
use in your library at Richmownd ? ™

If sounded, apart frem the sudden
production of the case. a harmles
guestion enough, And yet how was it
that throngh all that crowded court
every one felt the terrible nature of the
gilence which followed. Was that or-
dinary-looking case a gorgen’s head,
that at sight ef it the perspiration
should spring in great beads to the wit
ness's forchead and his mouth should
writhe in vain attempt to speak. 1o
conldn’t, He couldn’t.  In the end he
nll]_\' nodded,

Then can you explain,” the lawyer
asked solemnly, **how it happens that
upon a page of this Motting-paper there
appears in printed characters a reverse
impression of the latter part of this al-
vertisement ™’

The crisis had come. the worst had
happened, and yet even now som
plausible reason might avail him. Now
wos the time for ready bramn and
steady pulse—now ; but now all these
were wanting, He glared round him
for & moment on the sca
grasped wildly at his throat, and fell to
the floor of the box in a fit.

Amid a thrill of suct

he

h sen=ation
few in that court had ever experienced
they bore him out to an adjonnng
toom. But he was dead befure they
could bring a doctor to him, That
moment—anid Heaven knows what of
bitter anticipation—had been his pun-
ishment in this world.

Peters, it appeared, had gone down
to see him st Richmond, and while
waiting in the library had, in the in-
stinctine  pursuit of his profession,
turned over the leaves of the blotting-
hook., The cipher caught his eye, but,
the merchant entering at that moment,
it was not until he left for town that
Peters could get into the house again,
conflrm his impression, and with his
strange piece of evidence follow to Lon-
don by a later train.

For a few hours after the merchant’s
death it seemed one of those motiveless
murders that upset all caleulation.
But among his papers was found the
key. MHe had lost great sums by deep
play at a West-End club.  His father
was then ill, his needs were most pross-
ing. He had already far excewded his
right to draw upon the frm; to zet
more he deposited forged avceptances,
At his father's death the cashier dis-
covered this, and though the junior
partoer was now able to refund the
money. Critchlow held the forgeries ia
ferrorem over him, Parkman, secre-
tive, yet flerce, took his life.

Of him enough. For Ernest Urisp.
' he married Ethel three weeks liter.—

s
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The add!tional attractions for this season
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CARPETS. WATYVANGS. &,
G EORGE W. ANDERSON & SONS,
1204 MAIN STREET,

CARPETS — Wilton, Moquetts, Bruseels,
Tapestry, Thres-Ply, Ingraing, Cotton-
Chalins, Rag, List. and Hemps. Geoulns
Turkey, and the handsome [l tattons of
Emyrne Hogs,

The cheapest and best selection of MAT-
TINGS probably ever in thiselty from
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fit any bay or other shaped window
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% ! 1 . ] ns ¥ 0} yie
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». 3., an howr the -|-n|<-l.'1-;: T aoality not to be surpassed,  a)p 29-%m
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| Coneaiia, 8, U, May 15, 1885,

Al.l.]',' JIANY SPRINGS, VAL, { SEALFD PROPOSA LA will be pecelvind al

the Arebitect's offiee, nt the State- House In

NOW THE Columbin, S, C. until 2 o'cloek I M, of the

" | 1% DAY OF JUNE, 1585, for the (ilRAN-

LARGEST, MOET POPULAK, AXD FASH. | TIE-WORK wid MATE RIAL veguired for

| the completion of the mmin budiding of the

| state-House, In necondunee with the doaw-

ings pod specifientions, whloh ean be soen

il any sdditennl Inforoiation obitalned
wl the Architect's office

ONABLE RESORT IN VIRGINIA,

will be apen for the reception of guests on |
the

e - Pk The weanite to Lo used for the ballding
FIRST DAY OF JUNE. shculd rese ble 1 color Bee one now In the
= bt g, which emie ociginsily from the

wery, within three miles of the

The meroamimodng

|
(01 0T FIRST CLARS, Af-
¢ for Doth luvalid nud

1 be wecompanied by a
[ the geandl v e el
e wranite is fnken froin
IEsbionnld bee o pietel i
boxed, shiipped, mnrk
Lhie State-Hoose vard

b commodions, and supplied |
¥ nisjiiisite Hpprovement, Ineidd-
« telvarnphis, muld expross-oitices,
b o, pold shiower Dt lis,
vig-rouls ol Beantifol wnllos
Wirectlons, sud the surrouiil-
ing soenery b tot eguallcd by any watering-

wid delivery witl-

place In Vinginin ‘ 4 -
A ool Tivery s attaohed to the eetab. tencvmding six months

Ushianent, 1 AT
Afine Hrass and String Band of Muosle addrensed To the

has bien s

il deseription umbin, = L
afavm Of R of
bl cures  of dyspepsin aml
Tigernses, will bo furmistied on

L} ¥ or nil bids oifered
Fropnose thoe ume of the State guarelos

i
iliention to. PURCELL. LADD & U, neat Columbla will be l":rl\:l'c by thie
Ll B A e e || Bisswd JOTN 1t NTERNSEE,
(A CALHOUN, Archilteet stute. House, |
Genernl Manager, Alleghany Springs Va, my 110t Columiie, 8,00,
¢ L e 1R, The thine for the reception of pros
posnin s extonded from the s tov the 10T HE
. » 11 - . VD JUNE. Sewspupers wiileh are pobilish-
( fOLD SULI HUR SPRINGS, ingthismdvertis “I“ |I..' will patsl bshy flve days
ROVCRBRIDGE COUNTY. VA, onger thinny hemiofire ordersil. oy 24-91
Twer piijes fpom Combren Dhepot. Chesapen Ko e
pad Oibir el Wiy \'l\!.] D PREOPOSALS FORR BUILD-
Wl eipaets for visitors JUNE 1, 1885, L ING A MASONRY DAM

AND

W A AL LAYING CAST-IRON WATER-PIES
NS wil) t ved by the Water Committes
ikl f e town of Liberty, Va, until 8 o'clock
e, e 1. M, ol
'!"'.'r"_ : MONDAY, Jo e tsT,
Wi Ter i DR e IBETmink lon, The g pproximate eatlinate of quantities te
1 11 L]
Al 24 rynrds RUBBLE MASONKIY, in
N A e
I'..I.-,.I h \-‘,,\: ‘[. L bl vards CEMENT, ronerete
ikt etisitas S ool B M, LUMBER th foundutions;
I . - | a9.000 et feel O-luch UAST-1HON 1'PE,
e - tis by ]
(il.:l.‘\\\nllil HOTEL, , Q.00 Liaen Sl CAST-TRON PIPE,
Fromted o le sonat hemst 8 sof thn to L taddd
Bue b 1400 funt el HOUSE-SERVICE PIPE,

Levil of Th of the Hitst |
ors op e ¢

cationsenn he seen atthe |
Uit e,

. HOWY KR
MUK L GIRIFFIN, |

1. MU'SN

Citue

EALING SPRINGS, CIARTER EXTENSIONS, |
] Ly 1ln-\n|unr.] |

BATH CULNTY THEAN
WILLOPESN JUNE Ist. The Il}'er UFFICE OF HITEOLL R
intendence. will e by M AN ¥ THE CURBEXCY,
My WASTHIN G TN, Apcll 27, 158), |

il | WY IEREAS, BY SATISFACTORY

evidem pr Pl under-
slgned, 1L has Deen memde Lo wppesr that
STHE NATIONAL BANK OF VIBGINIA"
in the eity of Rielimond, In the eoumty of |
Heurleo and stnte of Yinginin, tias eom- |
plled with @l the provigious of the *net of
Copgiess | King nesos |
elalions e v xislence
and for other purpeess, " approved July 13,

v litnd Lo

nter for sale by

TONGRESS IHTALL,
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BODEKER B
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DEKER BROTHERS,
e
THE UNIVERSAL METAL-
POLISH.NG PASTE,

for Cleaning aud Polishing Brust and othes
metals, For milrond, steambost, and de-
mestle uses, We lmport this srticle dirsst
fromi the manufseturer, and guarsntes 11 4
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WATUHES, JEWELRY, &e.

.

\ EW JEWELRY AND GOLD-
A EMITH ESTALISHMENT,
1, BUCHANAN,
iimte of (linsgow, Seatlnnd )
of Polershurg, Va,
Lins opened that New und Beantiful Slore
New, 111 BAST HBoAD STHEET
AS A FIRST-CLASS JEWELRY ESTAB-
LISHMENT.
DIAMOND®E, WATUHES, AND SOLID
GRS A SPECTALTY.
my 24-'m

A, GRANT,

1%

FINE DIAMOND AND GOLD JEWELRY,

U, GENNET,

C GENNET & C0,,
‘.

RICHMUND, VA,

GOLIY AND SILVER WATCIRES,
SOLID SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, ko,
DEALERS IN DENTAL MATERIALS,
HAIR-WORK TO OLDER

ap 18-podm #17 MAIN STREKT.

WATCHMAKER ANDJEWELLER,
KERS

h
4 »
l.u WATUHMAKER AND JEW. h
FLLER

1511 MAILN STHETET,
(oppasite St Charles Hotel )
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with me amd would be plensed 1o see his
friends. my S.eodlm |

BOOKN, STATIONERY, &e.
LS ALK SWEETS., ALL

with benlthy liemey appe=
wi nll wormen, vl
o, Limrd-livded met
il minthemal
nototions novel-redern, a8 well as young
I sweot giris, and their kind, tendes
Y Thackerny Many thon

e Dot nathors st 1902 Mala

[TLE

mnt
Iwewt havikin Dy

wtrvel. | rlovs froin 10, up.

\aaa I{.\.\ljnl,l'll & ENGLISH,
NEW KEVISED EDITION OF
. THE BIBLE,

PRAYFR-BOUKS AND HYMNALS,
anad n
LARGE SELECTION
'l'!ll-jn!,nll.‘li:.\l. HOOKS,

WEST, JOHUNSTON & ),
Booksellors mud Stationems, #1101 Mainstreet,

my 21
‘n\\' READY,

THE REVISED BIBLE-
I yarlous styles,

aford editlons
Vot sale by
HECKWITH & PARHAM,
my Sdemdsw

MEBCANTILE AGENCY.

C. F. CLARK K, Pres. E, ¥, KaNpoLrs, Tr,
[ Estnblished 1840.)

'I‘IIE BRADSTREET MERCANTILR
ALENCY,
THE BRADSTREET COMPANY,
Prorrierous,

EXFCUTIVE OFFICES, 270, 381, AND 388
HROADWAY. NEW YORK,

OMces o all the pring citiew of the
United States and l‘nn-ﬂl:';lumh.
{nud ; also s Coutinental Australisg
respotidenee,

VOLUMES [HSUED QUARTERLY,

Bheets of Changes semi-weekly,
revisions and prompt notiication to
sribers, Names of rellable lawyers whe

specialty.

Ita remifentions are greater and (e
u-luf-r than sny other sim lisr
:I:l:ll ":;doh. 'w'dmnpm -

ui T One mi .

You sre respectfully invited to ln
unlo;} in nn&ft any ageney Lo test
ity Lo serve you.

RICHMOND OFFICE

J. H, WHITTY,
Buperinlendsntd

| make collections s

LICENSE-FAX.
; AX.

OFrice C1TYy CoLLBCToR,
Ricnsoxn, VA, May 26, 1883,

LL PERSONS WHO HAVE FAIL-
EDTOFAY THE LICENSE-TAX
ussessed pgninst them for the year 1088

; are herehy notifed thal unless the smme be

puid THIS WEEK their nnme will be seat
to the court on
MONDAY, Juxe 1, 1885,
© Forall bills remaining UNPALD on the
1st duy of May & fine of ot less than ONK
POLLAK nor more than FIVE DOLLARS
for each day thereafter will be imposed.*
A. K. WOOLSON,

my dE-At Uity Collestor,
B o am e

ONBERTA

L

W. BILLUPS & 80N
L] I"l‘l&Nl!l‘_llaNG UNDER- '-

Hotel
BURIAL-CABES,

| NERAL cnsvna.&ﬂ:@ 2
bours. Telegraph orders T A3
night. »p e

L
XD &

NISHING rvnfits&u%x
Vishtn, Bave s langs amort
SROCDE: WOOD ahd META LIt
KETS, C and i 19

low prices, 2

atiended o day or v, apiine

L"l'. CHRISTIAN,
'U%

Upn b Lought Jow for cash.  Appy 1o
L T A ENGLISH HREAKFAST.
at b ) Tineves s, No, 0 eash Hioad stroet, JAPAN, AND HENO TEAS at
ny 0-41* wy 13

McCANTHY & HAYXES'S,

ERS, :
1606 EAST MALIN 5THERT (under i, Charies




